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Our talk for today is taken from the 9" chapter of Judges. The book of Judges tells us of the time
when after the death of Joshua, there ceased to be a leader of the children of Israel. Moses, at the
end of Deuteronomy, passed the mantle on to Joshua and this would be figurative of the start of
the church period when the apostles taught and guarded the Church through the power of Christ.
At the end of the book of Joshua, he called all the people together and reminded them of God’s
blessings upon the people and that they had to be obedient to the Lord God. | particularly like
verse 11 of Joshua chapter 23 which says,

Therefore, take careful heed to yourselves, that you love the LorD your
God.

The word ‘careful’ would stress that it was of vital importance for them to search their hearts for
their motives and desires.

Joshua warned the people time and time again to separate themselves from the other nations in
Canaan and not to follow their false gods and idols. At the end of the book, we read that no leader
was to be the successor of Joshua. As with the Church today, Christ, who is the Head of the
Church in His resurrection and ascension, has given us the indwelling Holy Spirit to be our guide
and to direct us to the Lord himself. The first verse in the book of Judges says,

Now after the death of Joshua it came to pass that the children of Israel
asked the Lorp, saying, Who shall be first to go up for us against the
Canaanites to fight against them?

In the present Day of Grace there is no leader of the Church on earth for Christ is the Head of His
Body and we should be subject to Him and be obedient to His Word, the Holy Scriptures. The
apostle Paul in the book of Ephesians lays out for the Christian today the perfect walk for the
believer to attain to.

What we find in the book of Judges is the history of the progress and failures of the Children of
Israel and how God in His grace toward them gave them Judges, twelve men and one woman to
restore them from their sinful life.

With that little overview of where we Christians stand in relation to the book of Judges, we can see
that there are lessons for us to learn in our present day. These lessons can help to stop us from
slipping or drifting away from the Lord and make us stronger in our faith thus enabling us to take
hold of the possessions that have been bestowed upon us and to live in the power of the Spirit as
those who are victorious in their faith.
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In chapter 9, we read of a man called Abimelech. Abimelech was a son of Gideon, one of the
Judges that God raised up to deliver His people. Before we look at the life of Abimelech, we need
to spend a little time understanding his background. Gideon, with the help of 300 men, disrupted
the Midianite army so that they fled. The Lord gave them into the hands of the Children of Israel,
and they defeated the Midianites that day. The people immediately asked Gideon to be their king,
but he replied in chapter 8 v. 23,

| will not rule over you, nor shall my son rule over you; the Lorb shall
rule over you.

Gideon had learned about the authority of God and not to seek to usurp that authority for himself.
If someone dares to take the position of ruler of the people of God today, he inserts himself as a
follower of Satan, and as we have said already that only Christ is the Ruler and Head of His
people.

Gideon'’s failure came after this when he made an Ephod of Gold that he thought would show him
in a place of nearness to God to act as a priest over the people.

This was not following the priestly line that God had initiated for Aaron and his descendants, and
the danger for us today in the Church is when men and women seek to have a place of privilege
over the saints of God. We read in chapter 8 verse 27 that the ephod became a snare to Gideon
and to his household.

We are told that Gideon had seventy sons and many wives. A life of ease and self-pleasing can
bring about evil in later days. Gideon had a concubine from Shechem and she bore him a son and
Gideon called him Abimelech, meaning ‘my father is King.” How striking he gave him a name to
connect him to his father. Abimelech’s origin came from a lack of spiritual awareness from his
father Gideon. When we are weak spiritually it leaves the door open for Satan to attack the
believer. Gideon was one who on the whole was a spiritual man and who listened to God, but
there were times of failure in his later life, which led to a time of departure for God’s people.
Gideon refused to be king and did not seek to be prominent among his people, but his son was full
of selfish ambition and had a lust for power.

After the death of Gideon, the people started to follow strange gods, and the end of chapter 8 tells
us that the children of Israel did not remember the Lord their God. When we next read of
Abimelech, he is already scheming as to how he can be the one to have the power and to be the
ruler of the people of Shechem. There are many men and women down through history who have
behaved like Abimelech, seeking to gain power and to oppress their fellow men. But the things
that marked the character of the Lord Jesus while here on earth should be what we aim to
replicate.

The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness,

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control (Galatians 5 vv. 22 -23).

As we look in the mirror each day these are the things that should reflect back, if not then we need
to allow the Holy Spirit to work in our hearts and by the Spirit’s transforming power, produce fruit
that reflects Jesus in every part of our lives. Abimelech’s main aim was to be ruler of the people,
so he went to his home town to seek out his family and to get them to help convince the men of
Shechem to support his bid for an uprising. The first six verses of chapter 9 tells us of the
conspiracy of Abimelech which paints a picture of selfish ambition and a lust for power.

The city of Shechem had a major place in the history of the Israelites. Abraham was promised the

land of Canaan at Shechem, and he built an altar there and the bones of Joseph were buried
there. Shechem was also the place were Joshua led the people to commit themselves to the
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Covenant of God. But the people refused to obey God and failed to drive out the Canaanites from
the land, so the city became a mixture of nationalities which led to them worshipping of false gods.

The people of Shechem had no love for the family of Gideon and because Abimelech appealed to
their sense of loyalty as one who was “flesh and bone”, they gave him the money from the temple
of idolatrous worship. Abimelech accepted the payment, so it was as if he had rejected the true
God Jehovah of his father Gideon for the false god of Baal. The seventy shekels of silver was
used to hire men of disrepute or as we would say today the scum of the earth, who were prepared
to kill for a meagre sum of money. Abimelech’s value of his half-brothers was a mere shekel per
man. From these few verses we see the seed of corruption which began from the immoral actions
of his father Gideon with his many wives and his concubine. Secondly, we have the silver of
corruption which leads to corrupt politics and to a corrupt religion. Finally, we have the servants of
corruption which show that the man who hired them had no good principles.

Verse 5 implies that the murder of Abimelech’s brothers was a public execution to send a
message to the people that he was seizing power and disowning what his father stood for. We
may ask why did no one come and stop the slaughter of these men, but the people of Israel had
forgotten the goodness of the Lord and the kindness of Gideon (Judges 8 vv. 33-35). They had no
conviction to be concerned about, and they also lacked the courage to intervene. Have we the
courage and the conviction to act when the truth of scripture is thrown out like an execution, to
defend the truth and make a stand as men and woman of faith or do we just go along with
whatever, so we don’t rock the boat?

Abimelech and his men made a mistake in that Gideon’s youngest son Jotham hid himself, so that
he escaped the execution. The men of Shechem made Abimelech king and they crowned him at
the same place where Joshua had placed the Book of the Law. We read of this in Joshua 24
where Joshua challenged the people as to whom they would serve - the false gods or the Lord.
The people vowed to serve the Lord, but Joshua reminded them that if they turned their backs on
God to serve foreign gods, there would be judgement brought among them from God.

Abimelech was the first person to be crowned as king of Israel, but it was a king of their own
choosing not God'’s, as was instructed in the book of Deuteronomy 17 vv. 14-20. The people
wanted Gideon, but he refused and now they have chosen a murderer to be their king. When
Jotham found out what had happened he went to the top of Mount Gerizim and cried with a loud
voice. In the valley between Mount Gerizim and Mount Ebal was the city of Shechem. This was
where the coronation of Abimelech was taking place and it was like a natural amphitheatre where
the sound travelled and was heard by the men of Shechem. Even though Jotham was in danger of
being killed, as a godly man he took a stand for righteousness in the midst of that crooked and
perverse generation.

Verses 7-20 tell us the stinging condemnation and curse which was followed by a bloody civil war.
Jotham using a parable as a picture of what had taken place. The trees were a picture of the
people of Israel, wanting to usurp God’s authority over them, and wanting one of their own to be
king.

The olive, fig, and vine are often used in scripture to represent God’s fruitful people, and how we,
as the saints of God, should be seen. The olive tree was the most valued among the trees as it
produces the oil which was a great commodity that was used for many things. In Psalm 52 v. 8 we
read,

But | am like a green olive tree in the house of God; | trust in the mercy
of God forever and ever.
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A vibrant olive tree derives all its resource from God, so that it grows to be a fruitful tree. As
Christians we should trust fully in the Lord and depend on him for our instructions so that we may
be a blessing to others. The olive tree did not want to waste its time waving aimlessly, but to
produce the oil and serve others. The oil would speak of the Holy Spirit and how He should bring
forth fruit in our lives - love, joy, peace, etc. But as we have heard already this was not seen in the
character of Abimelech.

The fig tree was the next tree to asked to be king, but again it refused to take the higher place as it
knew how important and good the fruit was that it produced. The fig tree grew in abundance in that
land, and the figs were a stable part of their diet. The sweetness and nourishment of the fig
represent the nourishment and healing which is ministered through being fruitful to God. In any
assembly or church congregation we should seek to provide food for the souls of fellow believers
rather than seek a position of dominating or lording it over them. As pastors or teachers, we
should be mindful to never raise our status above what is of the gift given us to feed the flock of
God.

The next tree to be asked was the vine and again it knew that what it produced brought delight to
God and to mankind. The vine here reminds us of the importance of the evangelist to spread
abroad the good news of the gospel. The work of salvation on the cross of Calvary, the finished
work that He the Lord came to do, resulted in the shedding of His precious blood. The wine that
comes from the vine is a picture of the blood of Christ. There is no other joy for God that can
match what Christ accomplished in making a way of salvation freely available to all. Those of us
who have had their sins forgiven can also say that our hearts are full of joy.

We learn a valuable lesson from the picture given by these fruitful trees of how it is better to serve
than to rule. We see a lovely example of this in the Lord Jesus in chapter 13 of John’s Gospel
when He washed the disciples feet. We should never forget the words of the Lord in verses 14-
170n that occasion,

If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought
to wash one another’s feet. For | have given you an example, that you
should do as | have done to you. Most assuredly, | say to you, a servant
is not greater than his master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who
sent him. If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.

We should remember that at the judgement seat of Christ the greatest honour we can receive is
when the Lord himself can say to us,

“Well done, good and faithful servant” (Matthew 25:23).

It is interesting in Jotham’s parable that it was not the bramble tree who asked to be ruler of the
trees, but the trees who went looking for a king. The root of the problem with the people of God in
the book of Judges is that they had turned their backs on God and were just like all the other
heathen nations round about them. The desire of their hearts was to have a king of their own
choosing. When those that are fruit bearers refuse the position of prominence, they turn into the
bramble tree.

The bramble tree or thorn bush was considered the lowliest of trees because it produced nothing
of value. Its timber was not fit for anything except for burning and it was covered in sharp prickly
thorns. It's response was to offer shade to the others. There was no shade to be found under the
thorn bush and if you came close to it, the sharp thorns would inflict pain and scratching. Jotham’s
parable in which he compared Abimelech to the bramble tree, told the people of Shechem that the
man that they had crowned as king was a worthless man who could offer them no protection, but
was indeed dangerous and that he would destroy them. The thought of taking shelter or refuge
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from someone conveys putting one’s trust in them. When fires start in that land the thorn bush
would quickly ignite and spread causing danger to all other living things in that area.

Abimelech considered himself to be like a cedar tree, but Jotham said he was like a useless wood.
How this must have angered Abimelech and his pride would have been bruised. The people of
Shechem, when they chose their king, did not get useful olive oil, tasty figs, or good wine to cheer,
they only got thorns and wood that would fuel a fire.

This parable of Jotham has as much a place today as it had in the day of the Judges and we
would do well to learn from it. He said at the outset that they should listen to him so that God
would listen to them. If there is to be any blessing in our midst, then it is when God hears our cry.
If we behave as those who would be like bramble trees and give them a place, then we cannot
expect God to listen to us. Where there are those who seek rule and authority in Christendom,
then we will find bramble trees that bring no refuge or blessing but will bring in that which is
contrary to scripture.

Throughout history when men appoint leaders without seeking spiritual guidance a period of
trouble and unrest comes in. The challenge from Jotham to the people was,

If have you acted in truth and sincerity in making Abimelech your king
(Judges 9:16).

The term ‘in truth’ has the thought of faithfulness or being faithful and there is that challenge to
each one of us in Psalm 86 vv.11-12,

Teach me Your way, O Lorb; | will walk in Your truth; unite my heart to
fear Your name. | will praise You, O Lord my God, with all my heart, and
| will glorify Your name forevermore.

The use of sincerity (or integrity) in Judges 9:16 has the meaning of being without defect or to be
perfect or to be complete or undivided, as were both Noah and Abraham. Genesis 6:9,

This is the genealogy of Noah. Noah was a just man, perfect in his
generations. Noah walked with God”; Genesis 17:1, When Abram was
ninety-nine years old, the LorD appeared to Abram and said “l am
Almighty God: walk before Me and be blameless.”

These men had faith in God and were obedient to His word which strengthened them along their
pathway. This could not be said of the people of Israel nor of Abimelech. So, in Judges 9 verse 20,
Jotham brings a curse upon them - that they would destroy each other if their actions have been
sinful. After his message was delivered, Jotham made a hasty retreat to escape the clutches of his
brother who would have killed him.

In the rest of Judges 9, we read that Abimelech reigned for three years, but when a relationship is
forged from evil it is not long before things fall apart. The men of Shechem form an allegiance with
another man called Gaal and they force him and his troops to fight against Abimelech. However,
he learns of their treachery and the people flee to the tower for safety. The curse which was
pronounced upon them by Jotham becomes a reality when Abimelech and his men take the
branches of the trees and set fire to the tower of Shechem killing all that are in it. He goes after
another city and again the people hide in the tower and Abimelech tries to do the same as before.
As he comes near to the door of the tower a woman drops a small millstone on his head and
crushes his skull. Not willing to die at the hand of a feeble woman Abimelech orders his armour
bearer to kill him. How fitting that he who had killed his brothers on a stone, his own death was by
the means of a stone.
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This chapter in Judges is a solemn part in the history of Israel, when they turn from God and their
self-will brings in anarchy and ruin. For us today, if we let those who are driven by self-will bring
about their influence in the House of God and set themselves up as so-called leaders of faith then
we go against what the Bible teaches. We are to bow to the Lord Jesus Christ who is Lord of His
Church as well as the Head of it. He is the true Authority and Lord overall. What we also learn
from this chapter is a theme that runs through the whole of the Bible which is we will reap what we
sow. The apostle Paul wrote to the Galatian church in Galatians 6 vv. 7-9,

Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that
he will also reap. For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap
corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap
everlasting life. And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due
season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.

Let each one of us test what is presented to us by the words of scripture and be like Jotham and
speak out against what is evil and wrong even if our lives are in danger, for the Lord will honour
those who are faithful and who walk according to His will.

Thank you for listening to the Truth for Today talk on Judges chapter 9, talk number T1468.

Please Note:

We encourage you to use this transcript for your personal or group Bible studies. This material
should not, however, be used in any publications without the express permission from Truth for
Today, whose contact details can be found on page 1.
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