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When everyone did what was right in their own eyes
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[The New King James Version of the Scriptures used unless otherwise stated.]

Introduction

The history of the Nation of Israel throughout the Old Testament is very interesting and often
followed a similar pattern. Firstly, they are disobedient to God. God is patient and allows it for so
long then He acts in discipline. The discipline came in various forms. After a while the people
feeling the pain of the discipline begin to despair and they turn to God for forgiveness. They
remember what a loving, gracious, and forgiving God they have. God hears their cry of
repentance, and then graciously delivers them. This was usually from their enemies who had been
allowed by God to cause them great grief and suffering. This same pattern happened repeatedly in
the history of the nation of Israel. They never seem to learn, and God always heard their cry. |
suppose it's the same with us! God is always ready to forgive us our sins. However, there comes a
time where we will reap what we sow. In Judges chapter 3 where we are studying today this cycle
happens three times. We have three saviours that God raises up, men ready for the call of God.
Verse 9 we are introduced to Othniel, verse 15 we are introduced to Ehud, and verse 31 we are
introduced to Shamgar. God uses these three men to deliver Israel in remarkable ways. As we go
through this chapter we will see Israel’s history, God’s character, and we will look at what we can
learn from this today.

Verses 1-4 God’s testing or proving of Israel

In the first four verses we see how God tests or proves Israel. It had been years since Israel had
faced opposition in the form of hostility from their neighbours. Israel historically always faced
opposition from their enemies around them. One of the problems over the years was that when
God commanded them to destroy their enemies, they were disobedient and never carried it out to
the full. They always left some behind and this caused a continual aggravation to them. God could
easily have eliminated the enemies without any help from Israel. But God was proving Israel’s
faithfulness to Himself, which would improve their reliance on Him. The enemies are named as the
five lords of the Philistines, and also the Canaanites, the Sidonians, and the Hivites. It is
interesting to note that the LorD had preserved these enemies, why? So, God could use them to
chasten the nation of Israel and to teach the young generation what war was like. He wanted His
people to be warriors because of the dangerous nations around. Military prowess was necessary if
Israel wanted to survive. The test was also to see if the nation of Israel would obey the
commandments of the LorD, which had been given to their fathers from Moses. God did not want
His people to take their inheritance for granted. How does God test us today? We are in a battle, a
spiritual battle, and none of us likes to battle against sin. God proves us so we trust and rely upon
Him who has won the battle on our behalf, and continues to protect us daily from the enemy,
Satan.
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Verses 5-6 Israel’s complacency

The children of Israel had been complacent. They had become comfortable with their traditional
enemies, and they had allowed them to live in their midst. In fact, they had gone as far as to allow
inter-marriage and had even gone as far as serving and worshipping their gods. God is a jealous
God, and He will not stand for His people serving other gods. God demands exclusive worship.
One of the ten commandments was that they must not serve any other god but the God of heaven.
The people were disobedient, and they were doing evil in God’s sight; the people were doing what
they thought was right in their own eyes. So, God raised up judges to deliver the people out of the
hand of their enemies. We have three judges in this chapter: Othniel, Ehud, and Shamgar.

Verses 7-11 Othniel

The cycle begins. The children of the LorD did evil in the sight of the Lorp. They forgot the LoRrD
their God and served other gods. The LorD was angry with His people; it was burning in Him. So,
God moves to discipline His people. He gave Israel just what they wanted. They didn’t want to
serve Him, so He allowed them to be in bondage to a pagan king. God sold them, (like slaves) to
king Cushan-Rishathaim the king of Mesopotamia. The king’s name means; ‘the blackness of
double wickedness.” This maybe tells us a bit about his character. The children of Israel ended up
serving him for eight years. Then they cried unto the LorD, and He raised up a deliverer or a
saviour. That deliverer was Othniel. He was the son of Kenaz, who was Caleb’s younger brother, a
good family line! Remember that Caleb along with Joshua were the only two spies who came back
with a good report from the Promised Land. Othniel was God'’s servant. He was ready when called
by the Spirit of God. Othniel’s name means ‘Lion of God.” He was from the tribe of Judah. Othniel
was told by God to judge Israel, which he did. Then he went out to war. The LorD in His mercy
delivered the king into Othniel’s hand. So, the enemy was defeated, and the people of Israel had
peace and safety once more. God was faithful to His people, and the rest and peace lasted for 40
years until Othniel died.

Just a few things to note here. Firstly, God was at work in Othniel. As a servant of God, he was
ready for his calling. This is a challenge for us today. Secondly, Othniel took action, he did not
stand in ceremony, he went to war. We are not told of his battlefield credentials, but what we do
know is that the Lorp delivered the king into his hand. We cannot doubt the awesome power of
God and His word; this is what seemed to have happened here.

Verses 12- 30 Ehud

The cycle starts again as the children of Israel cry unto the LorD, and the LoRD graciously heard
His people, He responds to their cries, and He raises up a deliverer. His name was Ehud the son
of Gera, a Benjaminite, a man who was left-handed, the Benjaminite’s were all left-handed. Why
was a Benjamite chosen? | believe this shows weakness in the person who is the instrument of
God as the right hand always typifies strength. God delights to use the weak things (you and me)
of the earth for His purpose, His plan, and His glory. Ehud’s name means ‘| will give you praise.’
The two-edged dagger is a type of the Word of God. The hand taking hold of the dagger illustrates
how faith is used by the sword of the Spirit. It is interesting to note that the Spirit of God gives
more detail about Ehud than Othniel and Shamgar, | am not sure why, as what he did is a
gruesome incident. God used the king of Moab, Eglon in His discipline towards Israel for their evil
doings. Moab has long been an enemy of Israel, a continual thorn in their side. There are also two
other groups involved along with Moab: Ammon and Amalek. A trio of evil we could say. They too
have been perennial enemies of the nation of Israel. Moab typifies an outward empty Christian
profession whilst Amalek is a type of the lusts of the flesh, a form of godliness but without any
power.

Let’s consider what happened during Ehud’s time. The people of Israel once more did evil in the
sight of the LorbD, they were unfaithful to Him. King Eglon and his people the Moabites were given
strength from God and He allowed them to discipline Israel. Eglon made a pact with the
Ammonites and the Amalekites, and together they defeated Israel. They even took possession of
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the City of the Palms which was Jericho. Israel was under captivity again and they did not like it,
but once more it was because of their own doing. They had to serve under King Eglon for 18 years
which was 10 years more servitude than during Othniel’s era.

After the lengthy time of captivity, the people of Israel once more had had enough, and they cried
out to the Lorp. God'’s ear is always open, and He hears their cry of repentance and once more
raises up a deliverer, (a saviour). He was Ehud, the son of Gera, he was God’s man for the
moment. How often we see in the Bible that God raises up the right person for the moment. Think
about it. Israel had one man against a trio of nations who hated Israel, this seems an unfair fight.
But God was with Ehud, He had raised him up, and He gave Ehud the necessary courage and
ability to defeat the enemy. This is a bit like a young David when he went out to face Goliath. Ehud
must have been a skilled man to be able to make a dagger with two edges, and obviously very
sharp. It was one cubit in length which was around 45cm. The ancient measurement of a cubit
was based on the measurement from the tip of the elbow to the middle forefinger. The dagger was
quite a size! He tied it to his right thigh, underneath his robes so no one would see it. There were
no metal detectors to pass through to get into King Eglon’s palace in those days. It seems likely
that the people of Israel regularly sent a tribute to Eglon the king of Moab. This was maybe to
appease him, or to make sure that they were in his favour, so that their captivity was bearable. We
are not told if it was Ehud who always delivered the tribute, but it seems like a regular thing that
happened and there was no alarm as to why Ehud was delivering the tribute.

Imagine the scene. Here was King Eglon, a very fat man, in his palace with all his servants around
him, accepting the praise of the people of Israel. He enjoyed the honour, and the glory and
exultation he received. He was relaxed and comfortable looking down at the people bringing him
presents. Ehud was clever and he sent away the Israelites who had carried in the tribute. It seems
that Ehud also left soon afterwards, but he turned back at the idols of Gilgal. Gilgal was about two
miles from the palace. When he got back to the palace, he tells the king that he has a secret
message for him. The king demanded silence from his court and sent them all out of his presence.
The king by this time was in his roof chamber, where he was relaxing, enjoying the cool of the day.
The private chamber would have a washroom and a toilet. Ehud tells the king that he has a
message from God for him, a secret for him only to hear. This brings the king to his feet! Why did
he stand? Did he want to stand to hear God’s message, | am not sure. But Ehud was close to him,
maybe pretending to whisper so that no one else would hear, then he reached with his left hand
and took the sword from his right thigh and thrust it into the belly of the king. It's gruesome but
Ehud did not pull the sword out and the whole dagger including the handle went in, probably
straight to the king’s heart, and the fat closed over it. The king’s insides spurted out. Ehud then
closed and locked the doors of the roof chamber. And left the scene of the crime.

When Ehud had gone, the king’s servants came to attend to the king. They found the doors of the
roof chamber locked. Initially this did not arouse any suspicion as they thought the king was
maybe relieving himself. They waited a while as they did not want to embarrass the king or
themselves. When they eventually plucked up enough courage to go in, they took the key and
opened the door, and there they found their king dead on the floor.

In their delay Ehud had escaped beyond the idols at Gilgal and got to Seirah. When he arrived
there, he sounded the trumpet in the hills of Ephriam. It was the trumpet of victory. When the
people of Israel heard it, they came down from the hill country. Ehud became their leader. He said
to the people, ‘Follow me, for the LorD has delivered your enemies the Moabites into your hand.’
Ehud was not only a skilful man in crafting the dagger, he must have also been a cunning military
planner, as he organised the people to defeat the enemy. They seized the fords of the Jordan
river, and they did not allow anyone to pass over. They killed about 10,000 strong, able-bodied
men of the Moabites, and not one escaped.
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God once more delivered Israel, so that they had rest for eighty years. It is interesting to note that
this is double the time of rest than after Othniel’s time. Surely this tells us something about the
heart of God. The people in all their failure and unfaithfulness, deserved nothing, but God in His
grace gives them a double portion of blessing. Do you appreciate the heart of God in your life, |
do! Sometimes a hymn sums things up better than | can. A hymn written by Anne Johnson Flint
called; ‘He giveth more grace’ comes to mind, and the chorus goes like this;

His love has no limit, His grace has no measure.
His power has no boundary known to men.

For out of His infinite riches in Jesus,

He giveth, and giveth, and giveth again!

Verse 31 Shamgar

After a detailed explanation about Ehud’s time as a judge, we have one verse about Shamgar.
‘After him was Shamgar the son of Anath, who killed six hundred men of the Philistines with an ox
goad; and he also delivered Israel.” An ox goad was like a sword, which is an emblem of the word
of God. Hebrews 4 v.12 says,

The word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-
edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of
joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the
heart.

It seems that Shamgar’s work was closely linked with that of Ehud because chapter 4 v.1 begins,
“When Ehud was dead....” In one sense we are left hanging wondering what happened. However,
the Spirit of God tells us what He wants us to know. The question has got to be asked as to why
one man can kill six hundred men and deliver Israel. The words ‘he also delivered Israel’ sound
very much like what God said when He was making the world, ‘He made the stars also.’ | think we
need to stand back in awe and wonder in the knowledge that through the sword of the Spirit and
the word of God He delivered Israel in a mighty way through His servant Shamgar. It is also
interesting to note that we read that Ehud died, but we don’t hear about the death of Shamgar.

What can we learn from a chapter like this?

God is sovereign, He can use more than just Christians for His purpose. He moves the scenes in
this world, maybe even sometimes as instruments of discipline. God raises up His servants who
are ready and equipped to do His work when He wants. God is faithful, He always forgives us
when we confess our sins. God is patient, and merciful, but He will judge evil. There is also a
lesson here that although we live in the world, we should not be like the world. God will never fail
to love us, and He wants the best for us. The thought of chastening comes strongly in this chapter.
Chastening is explained in Hebrews 12 vv. 1-11 it’s ‘childlike training.” It is the process that God
uses to mature us and make us more like Jesus. It is to bring out the best in us, but Satan tries to
bring out the worst in us every day. If we persist in disobedience, He will discipline us to bring us
to submission; it's an act of love according to Proverbs 3 vv.11-12. Israel had many regrets, but
they were slow to repent. The cycle of Israel’s actions was sin, suffering and serving a foreign
king, crying to God in repentance, God delivering them then giving them rest and peace.

| hope you have enjoyed the study of this chapter, and | pray that God will speak through His word
to you.

Thank you for listening to this talk on Studies in the book of Judges - when everyone did what was
right in their own eyes. Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar 3:1-31. Talk number T1464.

Please Note:

We encourage you to use this transcript for your personal or group Bible studies. This material
should not, however, be used in any publications without the express permission from Truth for
Today, whose contact details can be found on page 1.
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